Patient predictors of hospice choice. Hospital versus home care programs.
Research findings indicate cost savings associated with home care hospices, while hospital-based hospices can be as expensive as conventional care. Based on National Hospice Study data, this article identifies the characteristics of patients admitted to hospital-based and home care hospices in those areas of the country where a choice of hospice model was possible. Multivariate logistic regression indicates that the significant discriminating factors between the two patient populations relate to the availability of supportive care at home and the severity of nursing care problems at the time of hospice entry. Reinforcing selected pre-existing differences, an examination of prehospice had longer episodes of care than was the case for home care hospice patients.